
SPRING 2021Educating students so that they value learning, are socially responsible,  
and are prepared to lead productive and successful lives.

Raider News From
FINK   KUNKEL   REID

SCHOOL CALENDAR
WELCOME to the Elementary School 
Newsletter! This seasonal publication 
will be emailed to households to 
provide parents/guardians with 
important reminders and 
announcements. All MASD newsletters 
can also be viewed on raiderweb.org 
on the “For Parents” page. 

OFFICE STAFF 

Fink Phone: 717-948-3370 
Fink Fax: 717-948-3409 
Principal: Marie Drazenovich 
mdrazenovich@raiderweb.org 
Secretary: Dana Handley 
dhandley@raiderweb.org 

Kunkel Phone: 717-939-6862 
Kunkel Fax: 717-939-3487 
Principal: Dr. Dan Borrelli 
dborrelli@raiderweb.org 
Secretary: Kristen Rios 
krios@raiderweb.org 

Reid Phone: 717-948-3360 
Reid Fax: 717-702-1219 
Principal: Trevor Saylor 
tsaylor@raiderweb.org 
Secretary: Sue Goss 
sgoss@raiderweb.org 
 
EMERGENCY CONTACTS 

Please notify the school office with all 
contact information changes such as 
phone numbers, address and ANY 
changes in custody arrangement. If 
you move to a new address in the 
District, please provide a new primary 
proof of residence to the office 
immediately. If you have a new 
custody order, please submit a copy to 
the office. This is for the protection of 
your child.

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, PSSA testing has been 

extended by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education. Each 
principal will be communicating 

testing dates once they are 
established. Plans are being 

developed to ensure a safe testing 
environment for all Middletown Area 

School District students and staff.

PSSA TESTING

*EARLY DISMISSAL TIMES 
  Fink & Reid: 11:25am 
  Kunkel: 11:55am

MAR 10 

MAR 31 

APR 1-5 

MAY 18 

MAY 31 

JUNE 2 

*EARLY DISMISSAL FOR ELEMENTARY ONLY 

*EARLY DISMISSAL FOR STUDENTS 
Spring Recess 

NO SCHOOL, Spring Recess 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
Election Day, Staff Development Day 

NO SCHOOL 
Memorial Day 

LAST STUDENT DAY

PLEASE NOTE: 
Photos that show individuals 
without face coverings are 

either from a previous school 
year, were captured during 
mask breaks or meal :mes, 

or were taken at home.

PARENT TIP: Print and post this page so you have important info handy!



Stephen Kozan is a central 
Pennsylvania na4ve and published 
author who provides crea4ve wri4ng 
workshops for local schools. On 
Thursday, February 27, 2020, Mr. 
Kozan met with the students in 
grades 3-5 at Fink Elementary to 
begin the crea4on of a new 
children's book. The most exci4ng 
part was that the book would be 
authored by a selected Fink 
student! 

Kozan began his workshop by engaging 
the students in something he calls “InstaArt.” The 
students contributed ideas for a unique fic4onal creature 
as one of Kozan's illustrators, Tony Maulfair, star4ng 
bringing Fink's creature to life on paper. While Maulfair 
developed the creature on paper, the students 
par4cipated in a flash fic4on wri4ng contest. The 
students wrote a fic4onal story idea on a single piece of 
paper. Mr. Kozan read each of the students' wri4ngs then 
selected three authors to develop their stories further.  

But then the country went into shutdown due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and plans had to be adjusted. But 
that couldn’t stop a book from being published. 

Kozan provided the three winning students with further 
wri4ng guidance. A]er the second round of edi4ng, 
Kozan informed Makenzie Willard, a fourth grader in 
2019-2020, that she was the chosen author and her story 
would be turned into a published book! 

Makenzie's role in developing her final manuscript was all 
hers. Kozan offered her wri4ng advice, but he did not 
supply her with any ideas for her actual story. The result? 
Mia’s Magical Adventure! 

Fink Elementary will be celebra4ng their resident author 
with a Book Launch Party on March 16, 2021. Mia’s 
Magical Adventure, will be featured and available for 
purchase on www.readyaimwritekids.com. Pre-sale 
orders for a discounted price will also be available on 
raiderweb.org.

Stephan Kozan 
Author

Happening@Fink
Student 
Author Gets 
Published

Makenzie Willard 
Grade 5

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.readyaimwritekids.com&c=E,1,iYxlnyfy9NYxJbdkZtorNdy_g-FrOGrYucbohQPqzti0L-QEhqELSLMVHbLQjzLBL93xbgFhSz2E9lJbAlN8v6eM7lZTyWrbpAoRaWf7mnPHZB03uV9Xbw,,&typo=1


If you are a STEM enthusiast, you’ll wish you 
were a fourth grader at Kunkel Elementary. 

The fourth graders par4cipate in STEM 
ac4vi4es all year long. Most recently, they 
put their engineering skills to work with a 
Valen4ne’s ac4vity and also became mini-

biologists as they gently tore open the 
remains from an owl’s stomach.  
There’s never a dull moment in 

the fourth grade Science labs.

Over@Kunkel

4th Grade 
Scientists

The junior scientists dissected owl 
pellets and identified bone structures to 

determine what animal the owl ate.

Their Valentine’s Day STEM challenge
was to design a candy dispenser

using candy hearts.



A Soldier 
And His 
Pen Pals

In November of 2020, in honor of 
Veterans’ Day, Mrs. Gina Prones4’s first 
graders made cards to send to Eric 
Augus4ne, a Lieutenant Colonel in the 
U.S. Army. Augus4ne has a special place in 
the hearts of the Reid family as he is the 
brother of Reid’s Reading Specialist, Mrs. 
Carol Kehoe. 

What was intended to be a simple 
Veteran’s Day project turned into an 
ongoing friendship between a soldier 
overseas and some six and seven year 
olds in Middletown, PA. Mrs. Heidi 
Ebersole’s first graders also joined the fun 
and began wri4ng to Lieutenant Colonel 
Augus4ne. Each of the students have 
received personal postcards and flag 
badges, and each classroom received a 
flag that flew over Kuwait.

Meanwhile@Reid

 
ERIC AUGUSTINE 
   - Lieutenant Colonel U.S. Army 
   - Brother of Mrs. Carol Kehoe,  
     Reid Reading Specialist



@Home in Raider Academy

Here are some students that our Raider Academy teachers say are 
rockin’ cyber learning. Take a peak at their awesome work!

Cassidy Brandt 
Grade 1 “My Story” 

Sebastian Hendrawan 
Grade 3

VIEW HIS AMAZING 
VIDEO ABOUT THE 

GEOLOGIC TIME SCALE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KfgfQtnuGs


“Where’d Bob Go?” 
By Alexis Mishler 

Once there was a young girl named Julie that lived in Pennsylvania and 
was 9 years old. She loved to color and go skateboarding in the park. 
Julie is nice, generous, kind, and fun. 

Yesterday this was her schedule: Wake up, eat breakfast, color, do 
homework, eat dinner, skateboard, do homework, go to bed. Today she 
was of course, doing the same thing. (3:25 pm) Julie is going 
skateboarding with her friends for an hour before doing more homework. 
Lille does she know that she forgot to close the gate to her house! Her 
dog Bob was playing with his toys when he heard Julie opening the door 
to go skateboarding. He jumped up onto his feet and raced out the door

Amarii Humes 
Grade 5

Self-Portrait 

Alexis Mishler 
Grade 3

Adrienne Mouen 
Grade 4

without Julie even no4cing! (4:25 pm) Julie just got back from skateboarding with her friends. She didn’t 
realize she had le] the gate open to her house earlier that evening. When she got inside her mother said 
“Hello darling, how was skateboarding with your friends?” Julie just simply replied “Good.” On that same 
day, Julie said to her mother “It’s been awfully quiet lately mom.” Her mom replied by saying “why yes it 
has! Bob has been extra quiet lately, why don’t you go check on him.” And that’s when it hit her. “MOM!” 
Julie exclaimed. “Bob’s gone!” Her mother said “when would he have golen out?” “When I went 
skateboarding he must have slipped out the door without me no4cing!” Julie said in a panicked voice. They 
spent two hours looking for Bob and calling his name. When 7:30 rolled around they went back home to 
have dinner. Julie made a good point as if to say that when Bob got hungry he would have to come home to 
eat, so they put out his dog bowl with his favorite food in it, ate dinner and checked outside to see if the 
food was gone and there he was- Frank the neighbors dog, ea4ng Bob’s food! The next day they went out 
again in hopes of finding Bob. Nothing. The next day they went out again. They were about to give up when 
they heard a ruffle in the bushes. 

“W-who’s there?” Julie said, and to their relief, Bob popped out. Julie picked Bob up. She, her mom, and 
Bob, went home. She never forgot to lock the door from then on, and she learned to be more responsible.

LISTEN TO HER 
NEWSCAST ABOUT 

THE SEMINOLE WAR

https://youtu.be/h7iaPxPMl4Y


NURSE NOTES

CONTACT YOUR PTO PRESIDENT 
FOR MEETING INFORMATION  

FINK - Jessica Wheeler  |  finkelementarypto@gmail.com 
KUNKEL - Becky Hershberger  |  crhcrazy13@gmail.com 
REID - Sue Gibson  |  suegibson3310@gmail.com

LOST & FOUND 
If your child is missing a coat, 
sweater, hat, gloves, milens, 
lunchbox, or other personal 
item, please remind them to 
check the lost & found. Items 
le] at the end of the year will 
be donated to a local charity.

GROWTH SCREENINGS 
Growth Screening results are viewable in the Health tab of 
PowerSchool. Please contact your child’s school nurse with 
any ques4ons or concerns. 

SECOND GRADE PARENTS 
The PA Department of Health requires all 3rd graders to have 
a dental examina4on. Forms will soon be sent home for 
comple4on by your family den4st. Completed forms may be 
returned at any 4me. If your child does not see a family 
den4st please consider registering for the Mobile Den4st. 
Students who do not return the required form in the Fall will 
be seen by the School Den4st at his Fall visit. 
  
FIFTH GRADE PARENTS 
The PA Department of Health requires all 6th graders to have 
a physical exam. Forms will soon be sent home for comple4on 
by your family physician. Completed forms may returned at 
any 4me. Students who do not return a completed exam form 
will be scheduled to see the school physician next fall. 

REPORTING YOUR 
CHILD’S ABSENCE 
If your child is staying home from school, 
please email your school secretary or your 
child’s teacher on the morning of the absence 
providing the reason for the absence. Sending 
an email will… 

• serve as your written excuse note 
• prevent a note from getting lost between 

home and school 
• prevent you from receiving a phone call 

informing you your child is absent 
 
If an excuse note or email is not received 
within three (3) days, the absence will be 
marked illegal and unexcused. A doctor’s 
note is required for extended absences or 
may be requested at the discretion of the 
building principal.  

If a student needs to be absent from school 
for part of the day for an appointment, a 
written note from a parent/guardian must be 
handed in to the office for prior approval. 
When leaving school for the appointment, 
students must stop in the office to check out. 
Upon return from an appointment, students 
are to check back in at the school office. 

All attendance correspondence should be 
directed to your school secretary. Your 
secretary's email address is listed on the front 
page of this newsletter. 

ATTENDANCE ROBOCALLS 
NEW FOR ELEMENTARY: If your 
child is marked absent at school, you will 
receive a phone call, text and/or email, 
depending on the preferences you’ve 
entered in your portal. The message will 
be sent at 5:00 p.m. on the evening of 
the absence. This robocall will serve as a 
reminder to return a signed excuse note.



The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs or employment practices 
as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. The following persons are responsible for coordination of the District’s efforts to meet its obligations with regard to non-
discrimination: Section 504 Coordinator - Mrs. Krystal L. Palmer, Director of Special Education; Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator - Director of Human 
Resources; Title VI and Title IX Coordinator - Dr. Lori A. Suski, Superintendent of Schools. 

To complete your PowerSchool and 
SchoolMessenger updates, please click HERE.

https://raiderweb.org/news/what_s_new/update_power_school___school_messenger

	PSSA testing

